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represented in the story and take action in our 
own world.
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When we begin to look at issues in a story, we always start with talking about representation - how well is 

this story representing the true diversity of our world? Good news: Steven Universe does a pretty 

excellent job. 

Rebecca Sugar, the show's creator, set out to create a show that tackled gender, in particular. 

"My goal with the show was to really tear down and play with the semiotics of gender in cartoons 

for children because I think that's a really absurd idea that there would be something radically 

different about a show for little girls versus a show for little boys. It's exciting to me to play with a 

lot of that language, because everyone's very familiar with it but it really doesn't make much sense. 

I used to really enjoy shows that were aggressively targeted to boys when I was a little girl and I 

know the same can be true the other way around, so why not have something that everybody can 

watch? And at the same time, have something to say about the fact that that really is absurd." 

Steven is certainly not a traditional male hero, and has no 

problem participating in activities that defy traditional gender 

norms (like rocking it out in a dress at the talent show 

(S2:E17:N69}}. As a character, Steven is generally portrayed as 

caring and nurturing, 

traits that have been 

traditionally 

as "feminine" characteristics. In 

contrast, it's Connie who provides 

the logic and battle skills, literally learning how to swordfight (S2:E6:N58} in 

order to help protect Steven. We see how much Steven's viewpoint defies 

traditions when he gets to see the Watermelon Island society; they were 

created by Steven, so naturally it's the "female" watermelons who go off to 

fight while the "male" watermelon stays behind (S3:E1 :N79}. 

http://www.ew.com/article/2015/06/15/steven-universe-creator-growing-gender-politics-her-brother
http://poetofthepiano.tumblr.com/post/144289660206/watermelon-civilisation


http://crystal-gems.tumblr.com/post/108377083808/actually-rebecca-confirmed-in-a-forum-all-the
http://io9.gizmodo.com/steven-universe-guidebook-spills-the-secrets-of-the-cry-1704470546
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michaela_Dietz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deedee_Magno
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/535961/the-answer-by-rebecca-sugar-illustrated-by-tiffany-ford-and-elle-michalka/9780399541704/
http://www.autostraddle.com/rebecca-sugar-is-bisexual-steven-universe-creator-comes-out-at-comic-con-346094/
http://www.autostraddle.com/rebecca-sugar-is-bisexual-steven-universe-creator-comes-out-at-comic-con-346094/








http://io9.gizmodo.com/steven-universe-guidebook-spills-the-secrets-of-the-cry-1704470546


http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/family/adoption/article2.html


http://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-a-non-traditional-family-definition-of-options.html
http://everydayfeminism.com/2014/05/talk-about-nontraditional-family/
http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/family/adoption/article5.html


http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/mississippi-same-sex-adoption_us_56fdb1a3e4b083f5c607567f
http://www.hrc.org/state_maps




http://transfiguringadoption.com/kids-books-foster-care/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TAElfSquad




https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/07/12/ten-ways-immigrants-help-build-and-strengthen-our-economy


http://www.apa.org/monitor/2011/10/immigrants.aspx


http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/special-reports/addressing-common-questions-on-immigration


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZhbEWY8o_Q
http://www.house.gov/representatives/find/
http://www.rescue.org/blog/how-to-help-refugees-refugees-faq
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/get-involved.html
http://immigranthope.org/resources/how-can-i-help-immigrants/


https://impossiblechoices.org/


RECOMMENDED EPISODES 

Season One 

Season One, Episode 7 - Bubble Buddies 

Season One, Episode 18- Beach Party 

Season One, Episode 22 - Steven and the Stevens 

Season One, Episode 28 - Space Race 

Season One, Episode 32 - Fusion Cuisine 

Season One, Episode 37 - Alone Together 

Season One, Episode 38 - The Test 

Season One, Episode 50- Political Power 

Season One, Episode 40 - On The Run 

Season Two 

Season Two, Episode 1 - Full Disclosure 

Season Two, Episode 6 - Sworn to the Sword 

Season Two, Episode 9 - We Need to Talk 

Season Two, Episode 19- When It Rains 

Season Two, Episode 17- Sadie's Song 

Season Two, Episode 20- Back to the Barn 

Season Two, Episode 22-The Answer 

Season Two, Episode 26- Log Date 7 15 2 

Season Two, Episode 40 - On the Run 

Season Three 

Season Three, Episode 1- Super Watermelon Island 

Season Three, Episode 2- Gem Drill 

Season Three, Episode 4- Barn Mates 

http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Bubble_Buddies
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Beach_Party
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Steven_and_the_Stevens_(episode)
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Space_Race
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/On_the_Run
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Fusion_Cuisine
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Alone_Together
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/The_Test
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Political_Power
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Sworn_to_the_Sword
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/We_Need_to_Talk
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Full_Disclosure
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/When_It_Rains
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Sadie%27s_Song
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Back_to_the_Barn
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/The_Answer
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Log_Date_7_15_2
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/On_the_Run
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Super_Watermelon_Island
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Gem_Drill
http://steven-universe.wikia.com/wiki/Barn_Mates


http://crystal-gems.tumblr.com/post/108377083808/actually-rebecca-confirmed-in-a-forum-all-the
http://poetofthepiano.tumblr.com/post/144289660206/watermelon-civilisation/
http://www.ew.com/article/2015/06/15/steven-universe-creator-growing-gender-politics-her-brother
http://io9.gizmodo.com/steven-universe-guidebook-spills-the-secrets-of-the-cry-1704470546
http://everydayfeminism.com/2014/05/talk-about-nontraditional-family/
http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/family/adoption/article2.html
http://www.nationaladoptionday.org/adoption-resources/
http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/family/offline_activities.html
http://www.childrensrights.org/our-campaigns/foster-care-reform/
http://www.familyequality.org/get_informed/families_for_all/
http://www.aecf.org/resources/helping-children-aging-out-of-foster-care-prepare-for-independence/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/fostercaremonth/resources/foryouth/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/mississippi-same-sex-adoption_us_56fdb1a3e4b083f5c607567f
http://www.fosteryouthaction.org/state-by-state-legislation-won-by-foster-youth-led-groups/
http://www.hrc.org/state_maps
http://www.ifco.info/foster-carers/what-is-foster-care
http://www.house.gov/representatives/find/
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm?OrderBy=state&Sort=ASC
http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/special-reports/addressing-common-questions-on-immigration
http://www.apa.org/monitor/2011/10/immigrants.aspx
http://us.iasservices.org.uk/how-does-immigration-benefit-the-uk/
http://immigranthope.org/resources/how-can-i-help-immigrants/
http://www.rescue.org/blog/how-to-help-refugees-refugees-faq
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZhbEWY8o_Q
https://impossiblechoices.org/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/07/12/ten-ways-immigrants-help-build-and-strengthen-our-economy
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/get-involved.html


http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/la-et-hc-comic-con-updates-steven-universe-s-rebecca-sugar-talks-1469218639-htmlstory.html
http://www.autostraddle.com/rebecca-sugar-is-bisexual-steven-universe-creator-comes-out-at-comic-con-346094/









